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Godalming United Church is a local Church of the Methodist Church in Great  

Britain, and of the United Reform Church in the United Kingdom. We belong to the 

Wey Valley Methodist Circuit and Western Area of the Methodist South East District 

and the United Reformed Church Wessex Synod.  We have signed a local covenant 

with the Anglican Farncombe and Godalming Group Ministry.  Our Sponsoring Body is 

Churches together in Surrey and we  are also part of churches together in Godalming 

& district.   

SPAN 

The Magazine of Godalming United Church, Bridge Road, Godalming,  

Surrey  GU7 3DU (Charity 1128613) 

OUR AIM IS TO WORSHIP, WITNESS AND SERVE,  

AND TO GROW IN FAITH  

MONDAY    

8.00pm Monday Evening Group 

(1st Monday) 

Eileen  

Sue 

420459 

421342 

TUESDAY    

2.45pm 

 

5.00pm 

Ladies Fellowship 1st & 3rd in month 

(In River Room) 

Brownies 

Mary 

 

Alison 

420340 

 

422841 

WEDNESDAY    

10.00am 

 

Godaltots (Large Hall) 

 

Jacky 

 

423768 

 

THURSDAY    

4.30pm 

 

7.30pm 

Rainbows (Large Hall) 

 

Scouts (Large hall & River Room) 

Julie 

 

Grahame Carter   

428701 

 

423261 

01420 475773 

 

FRIDAY    

 

12-1.30pm 

2.00pm 

 

Friday Lunches (River room) 

Hobbies Group (2nd & 4th in month) 

 

Alison 

Barbara 

 

423872 

415600 

6.00-6.45pm 

7.30pm 

 

Music Kids 

Choir Practice 

 

Barbara 

Wendy 

 

421268 

414143 

 

REGULAR CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
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Date Event Time Venue Responsibility 

June   4th 

 

9th 

  
10th/11th

 

11th
 

  
 

11th 
 

Bryony Arnold 
 

Flower Festival 

Reception 
Flower Festival 

Church Anniversary 

John Walker 
 

Circuit Service 

10.30am 
 

7.00pm 

  
  
10.30am 

  
 

6.30pm 
 
 

Church 
 

Hall 
  
Church 
Church 
  
 

Church 
 

  
  
Events Committee 
 

July 4 
 

Ladies Fellowship 
Cream Tea 

3.00pm Outside or 
Hall 

 Ladies Fellowship 

August 
 

(building Works)     

September 
Saturday 
 

 Open Day   Church  
premises 

Malcolm Keene 
and others 

October 
8th

 

Harvest 
Clive Chase 

10.30am Church   

November 
4 
 

 21 ς 1 Dec 

Church Away Day 

  
 
Trip to Gambia 

10am-
4pm 

Clockhouse   
   
 
R & S Kelley 

December 
2nd

 

Candlelight supper 6pm Church M Nye et others 

Year Proposed Programme of events (items in red confirmed) 
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JUNE, SUMMER.  

 

I am collating this, listening to the 

radio and the reports of Manchester.  

To me, it is incomprehensible!  

Such a mixture of thoughts.  

But we will celebrate our Church 

Anniversary and will have a wonderful 

colourful, joyous occasion.  We have a  

lot to be thankful for.  

I was going to write about the 40 years 

of GUC but as May Bellwood has 

written about 40 years of Ladies 

Fellowship, I thought I would wait until 

next month.  

It is a very interesting account.  

Lots happening outside our Church too.  

The Open Gardens, concerts, holidays, 

cake stall, cream teas, what more could 

anyone want.  We all need to enjoy the 

summer and I am glad the sun  is now 

shining.  We have watched blue tits and 

blackbirds rushing around at feeding 

stations in the garden.  It has been 

such fun.  

God Bless and Happy Anniversary!  

mcwest1@btinternet.com  

01483 273291  

 

This Monthõs Contributions 

Paulõs letter 

Quiz answers  

Church Anniversary and BBQ  

Birthdays  

Messy Church  

Ladies Fellowship Cream Teas  

40 years of Ladies Fellowship  

Gambian Cake Stall  

Monday Group  

Kath and Alanõs request 

Coffee Morning Maureen and Norman  

Refresher Training  

Hobbies  

Busbridge Open Gardens  

Flowers for June  

Lunch Fellowship  

GUC mission Boxes and  

Action for Children total  

Who do you think you are?  

GUC refurbishment update  

Prayers,  Services  

Prayer Breakfast  

CHURCH MEETING 

The next church meeting will be on Sunday 25 

June following the morning service. 

The Annual Church Meeting will be on 24 
September. 



5 

The Manse, June, 2017 

My Dear Friends, 

 Our Church Anniversary is almost upon usτthe weekend of the 

11th June.  We seem to have been planning and prepairing for this for 

nearly a year.  One of the great privileges of being Minister of Godalming 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

make a song and dance about things , they just quietly and with huge efficiency get on with 

things.  It is something that never ceases to amaze me! 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ 

since the Union of our Two Churches.  We are delighted that our preacher at the service 

will be the  minister who was crucially involved in the amalgamation back in 1977, Revd 

John Walker.  John now lives in in active retirement in Dorchester, and very sadly last year, 

his dear wife Janet died.  Their joint ministry is still fondly remembered by so many people, 

ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳƛȄŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ WŀƴŜǘΦ  .ǳǘ LΩƳ 

also sure you will welcome him with love and joy, and that will mean much to him. 

 hǳǊ ΨCƭƻǿŜǊ [ŀŘȅΩΣ ²ŜƴŘȅ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 

to make sure the Flower Festival will be the Best Ever.  She has recruited so many people 

from different organisations and churches within the wider area of Godalming, to ensure 

that the Church will be ablaze with colour.  Wendy is a very difficult person to say NO to, 

and we are very fortunate to have her here as a member of our church family. 

 I do hope that you will advertise our Anniversary weekend, and bring friends and 

neighbours along to the Flower Festival.  The Church will be open over the weekend, and 

we would appreciate your help with stewarding and welcoming people into the Church.  

CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŜƭ 

welcome.   

 At the time of writing this newsletter, the country is awash with Election Fever.  This 

however has been suspended today due to the atrocity which has happened in 

Manchester.  Our Prayers and thoughts and love go out to the people who have been 

affected and especially the families who have lost loved ones, family and friends. 

 We are fortunate that we live in a democracy, where we are given choices as to who 

ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜŀǊƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

position, rather than be under dictatorship.  The fact that we can place our Cross where 

ever we choose is a privilege, and something we ought never to take for granted. 
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Page 2. 

 On Sunday morning 25th June, I have invited Baroness Kate 

Parminter, who is very active in the House of Lords, and a member of our 

Church, to allow me to interview her about her faith and her political 

work, during the morning service. By then all the election hype will have 

died down, and we will have a new government.  It will be interesting to find out from 

Kate why she, as a Christian, chose to be involved in the world of politics. 

 We will soon be into high summer, and everyone will be planning to go away on 

holiday, or have a staycation in Godalming.  Many  of the organisations who use our 

premises close down during August, and during that period the remaining work on our 

premises will hopefully be completed.  I hope you have all had a chance to see the 

transformation that has taken place in the Lammas Room upstairs and elsewhere.  We are 

no looking forward to the enlarging of the River Room, including new kitchen facilities, 

and other works downstairs. So hopefully, by September, all work should be completed , 

debt free!  We are enormously grateful to Nicola Gidlow who has headed the appeal for 

funds, and worked so hard to make sure we meet our target. 

 I hope you are enjoying these summer days, and we send our love and prayers to 

those who are unwell and in special need. 

Paul Hulme 

Second part of the Bible Quiz  ñ  ANSWERS 
 Stephen        17. Caiaphas 

18.  Zacharias      19.  Three times 

 Ishmael      21.  They are NOT named 

 Rahab      23  Gopher Wood 

24    Benjamin      25  Tent Maker 

 On the Mount     27 Matthew   

28    Rhoda      29  Nebuchadnezzar 

30    Five Years Old 
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YOUNG PEOPLEõS birthdays in JUNE 

Amy Varley who will be 9  

Tori Hayler who will be 6, Mia Cunningham is 10  

Callum August who will be 19  

Megan Shaw who will be 18 ñ Congratulations Megan!  

We hope that you have a great day *  Happy Birthday  

 
We intend to follow this up with a summer Messy Church on 
SATURDAY 17th JUNE 3pm-5pm   
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭÓ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ  
the four fishermen ɀ the first disciples. 
 
 

WATERSIDE ACTIVITIES will include making a magnetic fishing-game and toy boats 
ÏÆ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÙÐÅÓ ɉÐÁÄÄÌÉÎÇ ÐÏÏÌÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÉÏ ÄÏÕÂÌÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÁ ÏÆ 'ÁÌÉÌÅÅ Ȣ 7ÅȭÄ 
like to borrow a number of paddling pools and/or plastic sandpits (minus sand) plus 
other boat-and-fish-themed arts & crafts. We will also have another church trail and a 
short worship session followed by party tea. 
 
For boat-making we are collecting small plastic and foil food containers. If anyone has 
the materials and skill, it would also be nice to have some small wood offcuts cut into 
ȰÂÏÁÔȱ ÓÈÁÐÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ 6 ÐÒÏ×Ȣ  
 
!ŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ CǊŜŜ   .ŀōƛŜǎΩ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ    5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϻн ǇŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ    

)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ .ÁÎÃÙ τρτχχψȟ 
Barbara 421268 or Eileen 420459. No need to stay for the whole 
session, and many of the jobs are sitting down! 
 
Please pray for the continued success of this venture. 

Qui  

meets 16th June at 2.15pm for 2.30 start in the River Room. All welcome to 

join others from the church in sharing our faith within the context of daily 

life.   For more information  speak to Margaret Ireland. 
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GODALMING  UNITED  CHURCH 

LADIES  FELLOWSHIP 

invites you to 

A  CREAM  TEA 

and a chance to hear the 

GODALMING UKULELE GROUP 

on  Tuesday  4th July 2017 at 3.00p.m. 

on the lawn or in the River Room if wet 

Please collect a ticket to help with catering from , Wendy Bicknell, May 

Bellwood, Pam Button, Margaret Goatley, Sylvia Hunt, Myrtle Price   

Or Pearl Davies 
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LADIES  FELLOWSHIP  1977 TO 

2017 

I have found a record of Ladies 

Fellowship Annual General 

Meetings from the first one on 7th 

November 1978 when meetings were at 8.00p.m.   The Rev. John Walker presided in the 

absence of his wife, Janet, and 16 members attended with 3 apologies.  At that time Janet 

Walker was President, Marjorie Russ, Joan Weston and Dorothy Bridgeman were Vice-

Presidents,  Mary Finlayson - Treasurer, Margaret Cousins - Secretary and Committee 

members Mrs. Doris Read, Mrs. Jean Nicholls, Mrs. P. Osborne and Mrs. Nellie Gooder.  

During the course of the year the Ladies Fellowship held a Book Sale and Coffee Morning 

raising £62, held a Cake Stall at the Fete on The Burys raising £30 and had a collection of 

wool and rags which made £16.  Some of this money was given to the Organ  Fund.  

In 1979 Joan Weston became Secretary, Mrs. Russ and Mrs. Bridgeman stood down and 

Wendy Bicknell joined the Committee.  The Fellowship made a donation to Project 79, 

which I assume was the building of the River and Lammas Rooms.  Money was raised by a 

Knit- In for the Arthritis Council and support was also given a blind boy's sponsored walk 

in aid of the Leprosy Mission.  Gwen Wheatman was tasked with making sure coffee was 

available at the end of each meeting.  The Fellowship raised money throughout the years 

for the Building Fund as well as for charities and to keep the Fellowship going. 

Names of past members to remind some of you include Betty Powell and Beryl Hughes 

who moved away, Ann Gocher, Chris Smith, Marion Disley, May Voyce, Jill Rayner, Dora 

Scott and Joyce Hutchinson. 

In 1982 the facilities of the new River Room and Kitchen were much appreciated.  The 

membership list reached 45 but the attendance fluctuated around 25 - 30 at each 

meeting.  Olive Muddle, Amy Franklin and Muriel Clark joined the committee as Brenda 

Woods and Doris Read stood down.   A donation was given towards curtains for the River 

Room. 

Frances Savage became Secretary in 1986 and Gwen Jones and Mary Freeston (now 

Hayes) joined the committee.  As Margaret Starr, wife of the Rev. Howard Starr, moved on 

in 1986, Ruth Arnold, wife of the Rev. Bernard Arnold, became President.  Mrs. Moss was 

asked to find more helpers on the towel rota and Lesley Papworth became a member of 

the Committee.  In 1988 it became  necessary to pay some speakers as well as making a 

donation to Church Gift Day.  At the end of the AGM in 1989 Tom Bayly played the piano 

for a favourite Hymn singing session. 
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Ruth Arnold had moved on in 1991 and the Rev. Sue Daldorph 

became President and attended when her work and family 

enabled.  Otherwise the committee remained the same:  

Frances Savage, Margaret Cousins, Gwen Jones, Dora Scott, 

Nellie Gooder, Mary Hayes, Olive Muddle and Lesley Papworth.  

Some faces to recall:  Peggy Budden, Ruth Moyes, Mabel 

Matthews, Millie Moore and Olive Ward who audited the Fellowship's accounts. 

In 1994 Eileen MacDonald became President and Ann Allen, wife of the Rev. Trevor 

Allen, became Vice President.  Committee changes saw Collette Giles join and Frances 

Savage stand down.  Pam Bouette, Mabel Matthews and Lorna Nicholson joined the 

committee in 1995 and Judith Leng became Treasurer when Margaret Cousins stood 

down.  In 1995 it was agreed that the Fellowship would provide flowers for the Church 

one Sunday each year in memory of past members.  More faces to recall:  Sheila 

Wilmshurst, Ruth Judd, Ruby Palmer and Sue Mann. 

In 1999 Lesley Papworth was Vice-President but, in the absence of a volunteer, Lesley 

became Programme Secretary, continuing the pattern of excellent speakers from the 

congregation and charities.  The meetings continued to start at 8.00p.m as some 

members were working. The post of President  was left and  the Committee led the 

meetings.  Lesley agreed to continue for one more year in 2002 but felt  3 years as 

Programme Secretary was enough.  It must be remembered that for each meeting that 

Lesley led, she also brought Mabel Matthews, Ann Gocher and Gwen Jones going back 

to fetch Cilla Simms and Dorothy MacMillan, doing a double shuffle taking them home.  

I became Programme Secretary in 2003 and was very grateful for Lesley's help and 

support in learning the ropes.  The committee at that time consisted of Ruth Searles, 

Annie Eycott, Sheila Clark and Lesley Papworth with Joan Weston as Treasurer but in 

2004 Joan Weston stood down and Myrtle Price took over.  Rowena Dean, the Rev. Paul 

Dean's wife, was unable to become President as she had a full time job in London.  In 

2006 a loop system was installed to help those using hearing aids and  was much 

appreciated.  Pam Button and Marion Baillie agree to join the Committee. 

In 2008 there were 24 members and an average attendance of 18.  The Fellowship had a 

stall at The Burys Fete in May raising £400 for the Church's Vision project for  the new 

foyer. The Fellowship agreed to change evening meetings for afternoons as the members 

were happier to be out during daylight, especially the drivers.  After a year's trial this 

was felt to be a success and the regular attendance became 24 and a membership of 30.   

Ruth Searles stood down and Wendy Bicknell replaced her. 
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The Fellowship agreed to change evening meetings for afternoons as the 

members were happier to be out during daylight, especially the drivers.  

After a year's trial this was felt to be a success and the regular attendance 

became 24 and a membership of 30.   Ruth Searles stood down from the 

committee and Wendy Bicknell replaced her. 

In 2010 Lesley Papworth stood down from the committee after serving for 

23 years.   

It was agreed that in the summer there would be only one meeting each month in June, 

July, August and September.  It has become the custom for Barbara Saunders to 

introduce the Country which compiles the service for the Women's World Day of Prayer 

and to invite ladies from other churches in the town to join us.   

In 2012 we welcomed the Rev. Paul Hulme to our AGM and we learned of his 

progression in the Methodist Church and found that Pam Button remembers him from 

his first ministerial appointment in Brighton.  Marion Baillie stood down from the 

committee and Sylvia Hunt took her place. 

2013 saw the start of Christmas Boxes for the clients of The Cellar.  Items were collected 

throughout the year and the boxes filled early in December.  At the same time members 

were busy knitting hats, scarves and gloves for the Whitechapel Mission for homeless 

men in London.  (Dark colours were preferred by the men.)  Filling boxes has continued 

both as a group and by individuals, and last year members of the church were invited to 

fill a box.  We managed 50 boxes in 2016 for which The Cellar staff were most grateful as 

they had been asked to help some clients from Social Services. 

Sheila Clarke stood down from the committee in 2014 and Pearl Davies took her place.  

It was agreed that if the speakers' subjects interested the men of the Church, they would 

be welcome to come along.  Annie Eycott resigned from the committee and Margaret 

Goatley stepped in.   

We are a friendly group whom our speakers appreciate for their interest in whatever the 

subject might be.  Do join us when you can, if the subject interests you, so now, to know 

who we are, come for a cream tea on 4th July 2017 at 3.00pm in the River Room or 

outside if the weather permits.  Please collect a ticket from Mary 

Bellwood, Wendy Bicknell, Pam Button, Pearl Davies, Margaret 

Goatley, Sylvia Hunt or Myrtle Price, to help us with catering.  We 

will be entertained by the Godalming Ukulele Group.       

 Mary Bellwood 
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  CAKE STALL  

 Godalming United Church  

Weds 5
th

 July 3.30pm ï 6.30pm 

     IN AID OF THE CATARACT PROJECT IN THE GAMBIA  

 

This project provides cataract operations and aftercare in The Gambia, Africa, to 
patients who would otherwise go blind. 

A range of delicious cakes will be available in the Church Foyer during the 

Dance School Recitals.  

If you are able to bake some small cakes for this event, please let us know. 

Thank you for your support.  

Contact Janet Shaw 527670 for further details 

 

Monday Bible Group   -  12th June and 3rd July  at 7.30pm 

We are doing something different on our next few meetings. We thought it would be 
interesting to use bible passages, maps, pictures and personal stories from holidays abroad 
to follow Paul's journey and the expansion of the Church from Antioch to Rome. So if 
anyone has visited any of these places -and has any personal stories, holiday snaps etc - or 
would like to come along and learn more - we would love to see you on Monday 12th 
June at 7.30. If you would like transport please let myself (Eileen - 420459) or Sue (421342) 
know. There will be follow up meetings after the summer break.   

URGENT MESSAGE 
As  you probably know, we, (Kath & Alan Benny) will be moving to Guildford at the end 
of July 2017.  We hope to keep in contact with GUC and its members for some time at 
least.  However, it will become difficult for to us to continue to run the distribution lists, 
and organising the distribution of SPAN, which we have been doing since SPAN started 20 
years ago.   The information on which these lists are made is provided by all Church mem-
bers, but particularly by Margaret Hunt, Gwen Wheatman, and Eileen McDonald, and 
hopefully these people will continue to feed information to whoever takes over this 
task.  The actual production of SPAN is done by the Editor and the physical production by 
the printer ς the distribution only has been organised by us. 
If you feel that you could take on this work and would like to know more about what is 
involved, please contact us on 01483 415796, but an enquiry will in no way commit you to 
taking it on.  We can tell you what is involved ς ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻŀŘΦέ 


